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CANNON NOTES IN THE FAR OFF PAST

This very much pruned article refers to the breech-loading cannon lately
purchased by the Museum. Such were called “Chambered” or “Chamber-
Pieces,” because of the iron chamber which played then the important part
the powder cartridge does
to-day. These little can-
nons also masqueraded
under various aliases, such
as “Murtherers,” ‘“Port-
Pieces,” even “Culvering,”
etc. It is hoped that this
mere glance at the many
named but not absolutely
harmless little weapon may

fiot be totally devoid of ) TR0
terest, especially as the gun S\ e

in question seems to have

been “made in China.” _
GUNPOWDER.  Space ﬂm L (@

lacking, I shall have to con-

p self to merely stat- |. CHAMBER-PIECE, OR FALCONET
. ne my . y Older form of built-up, hooped gun, circa 1450
ing the conclusions of the

Lowest piece, the **Chamber.”” Next above the wroughtiron
best authorities. One fact *“Cradle,"” held in place by the trunnions
at least we can be sure Of, Next above, cannon ready for firing; a bit of the ‘' Chase’’
that the detonating effect removed to show position of ball
Of gunpo\,v(ler was inlpos- Upper view, the same from one side
sible before the discovery Note the wrought iron ** Tail,’’ for aiming
of SALTPETRE, and of that (By courtesy of The Mount Airy World)

salt we find no trace what-
soever in any of the many records until we reach the XIII. century; it was
probably discovered about the second quarter of that century.

SALTPETRE, SAL-PETRZE, salt of rock, as it is called in Friar Bacon’s work,
“De Secretis” (written before 1249), was, for some unknown reason, called by
























